[Disseminated nocardiosis : Diagnostic challenge].
Nocardiosis is a rarely found bacterial infection in Europe which can particularly affect immunocompromized patients. Localized infections of the dermis and lungs, as well as disseminated infections can be observed. Suspicion of nocardiosis should be reported to the microbiological laboratory so that goal-directed molecular genetic techniques and extended cultivation can be implemented for identification of the causative agent. A multitude of antibiotics can be used for successful therapy but the duration of therapy must be extended over 6-12 months. The mortality of disseminated infections ranges between 15-85% depending on the underlying immune status of the patient. The polymorphic appearance of nocardiosis is described based on the case of an intensive care patient.